
 
 
 

Formative feedback 

 
Overall Comments 
 
This assignment is well considered. It has a good feeling about it showing a 
good range of your models personal aspects. You did well to consider the 
focus to be on the personality and this gave you a context to work with.  
They also tell, of the relaxed and comfortable position the model finds herself 
in. I know that taking these types of image is not easy – it’s quite stressful  
even when you are close to the person and it often shows either in frustration 
– after the model losing patience (because they know you so well )  or in little 
facial gestures. In these images neither of those issues come to the fore.  
A sense of character seems to emerge and comes across very well.  
The backgrounds are well chosen with specific attention in most cases and 
the compositions are in general well seen and constructed. I note your 
adapted background where the leaf detracted and disappeared – that is no 
problem , just look harder next time and sort it on the shoot not in after 
process. 
There is a good competency here between the technical and the visual skills 
and hopefully that can be further developed throughout the course. I note no 
mention hereof any other photographers work ,inspiration or insight into their 
practice, that your work is relevant to. 
There is a need to relate to other photographers practice in all the upcoming 
assignments and to reflect on  how it influences your practice and 
development ;see learning log comment for detail. 
There is some evidence of creativity but little evidence of risk taking. This is 
due to the creativity being of a technique based nature. You did what you feel 
comfortable doing and showed where you are strong in this area. This is fine 
– it identifies what you can already do and you concentrate now on getting as 
strong in all other areas 
 Perhaps look at different ways of discovering, acting on and developing 
creative input rather than the full control studio type aspect, as I say your 
technique in this area is already strong.   
I note the number of images of the by now ,I suspect, the  long suffering 
Elaine throughout the project work and into the assignment. Time to give her 
a well earned break now as only a few back ground selections and a handful 
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of images of a friend are the only other images taken throughout the course to 
date.  
You need variation and exposure to other people and places to develop your 
application and understanding as a photographer.  
When thinking of ideas don’t feel studio type technical sets are the only way 
forward  , image making is about your visual  response to a situation or place 
or person and that will differ so much – if you let it dependent of course on 
where you find yourself. 
 
The write up is brief yet clear and well articulated it shows good technical 
knowledge, with  some analytical critique for each of the images.  
However there is quite limited self reflection – did you try something new – did 
you push yourself into an uncomfortable area ?  
Distance learning asks for you to do this and to comment on how it taxed you, 
the visual risks you took or did you stay comfortable. 
There are plenty of positives in this submission in terms of technique that can 
deliver your visualisation.  Well done for getting it together – it’s no easy task 
but it will be rewarding and interesting along the way.. 
 
 
Assignment 1 Assessment potential  
 
You may want to get credit for your hard work and achievements with the 
OCA by formally submitting your work for assessment at the end of the 
module. More and more people are taking the idea of lifelong learning 
seriously by submitting their work for assessment but it is entirely up to you. 
We are just as keen to support you whether you study for pleasure or to gain 
qualifications. Please consider whether you want to put your work forward for 
assessment and let me know your decision when you submit Assignment 2. I 
can then give you feedback on how well your work meets the assessment 
requirements. 
 
Feedback on assignment and supporting work 
 
Image 1 
 
You have shown a good deal of confidence and control with this image. There 
is a very good balance here of ambient and flash. This shows a good level of 
technique application as you consider the height of the flash to avoid difficult 
shadows. It’s sharp, has good exposure and good colour balance on the 
neutrals that your wife is wearing. The pose is relaxed and comfortable but 
there is still a touch of formality here. This is perhaps relevant to her 
professional life and it looks very much like the type of image that if you 
change her clothes to a business suit that business professionals may relate 
to.  Perhaps your challenge here was to get a more relaxed pose, to bring the 
relationship between you to the viewer. When I was a student a lecturer told 
me never lean a woman against a big tree and I think it’s still a fair maxim. He 
directed me to slim trees and I’ve used that to good effect since. 
 
 



Image 2 
 

A more insightful image this, revealing a more personal part of a 
relationship. A woman you don’t know or are not close to wouldn’t 
let you have that access. It’s a good idea – and framing using the 
mirror is a strong element in the image. The light of a makeup 
mirror is meant to be flat which isn’t really what you want for 
portraiture – fashion yes but not so much in portraiture. She is also 
suffering from what I first thought was ring flash but no flash was 
used. On closer inspection its LEDs in the eyes from the, mirror. 
These need removing. There should only relay ever be one catch 
light in an eye or they look quite odd. Good efforts though well seen 
as a location. 

 
  
Image 3 
 
 This one is the strongest so far. It really connects well with the 

viewer and has a direct message of fitness as part of her lifestyle. I 
like the lighting and its shows you understand the difference in the 
softbox sizes and flash outputs with the 2:1 modeling on the face 
and shoulder. It is towards low key but with such a contrast range 
across the whole image it is difficult to keep it in that area. Good 
exposure with strong highlights in the hair and a good black in the 
shadow areas of the handlebar. Well done. 

 
 
 
Image 4 
 A good image this one – its bright and high key with a good 

standard room setting you made the most of it through conceiving 
this visualisation so well done on that. It’s a good image that works 
well. 

 
  
Image 5 
 
 This is a very good classic head and shoulders for business pose. 

The lighting is a good effort but it’s too far round at 90 degrees. You 
should work closer to 45 degrees on the main light, unless you have 
a reason not to – it produces highlights galore on the skin as you 
found out ,if it goes too far round. You have tried your best but the 
lights will give you a lot of work set like this. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 



Learning Logs or Blogs/Critical essays  
 
The learning log is now established with good information regarding the 
exercises and projects. You comment well on these. The blog write up for the 
assignment is good but could be improved with some self reflection. There is 
a need for you to look at the work of other photographers to work out how 
their work was done and to see what interests you in the way they deliver their 
images. You should relate the work of these photographers- both 
contemporary and historical to your own practice.  
It’s not an essay just three or four bullet point on a person or a set of work you 
have seen. What you take from it – what you may try out – how you may 
change it and adapt it .  
So you need tags on the blog to show the photographers you have looked at 
and the web sites you have visited.  
Also there is a need to read. Photographic books of all kinds – particularly 
ones related to the course that you find interesting. 
You need to look at various works relative to the projects and to make 
comment on them on the blog.  
So a reading tag is needed on the blog as is an exhibitions tag.  
If you are as you should making visits to photography exhibitions ,to see 
actual exhibition quality prints and the works of other practitioners you need to 
make notes about what you saw. What it meant to you or how it affected you. 
 
 
 
Suggested reading/viewing 
 
Graham Clark : The Photograph 
 
Also  take a look at Gary Winogrand, Nan Golding  And Eric Kim. 
 
http://visualarts.slowcentury.com/post/86796415/the-ballad-of-sexual-
dependency 
 
http://erickimphotography.com/index.php?x=page&title=Portfolio 
 
http://www.mocp.org/collections/permanent/winogrand_garry.php 
 
Henri Cartier Bresson - decisive moment 
 
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL707C8F898605E0BF 
 
Pointers for the next assignment. 
 
Link your work to that of others. Start to develop deeper context. You found – 
visually explain activity and the telling – decisive moments ,  so look deeper in 
there. Bring your blog up to date and regularly add to it. List any exhibitions or 
reading you have done.  
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